Founder Carmine Coletta never let a child
leave his ice-cream wagon without a
delectable scoop.
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n t's 4 o’clock on a Friday after-
noon, and loyal customers line
up for softball-size scoops of ice
cream at Tony’s. Wearing a red T-
shirt splotched with rivulets of the
creamy concoction, Louis Coletta
slips into a red vinyl booth and opens
a family scrapbook to a photograph
of his grandfather. In the picture,
Carmine “Papa™ Coletta, an Italian
who immigrated to the U.S. via Scot-
land m 1911, is dishing out ice cream
from a horse-drawn buggy.

“Papa knew everybody,” says
Louis, 59, who co-owns Tony’s [ce

Tradition Lives
On at Tony’s

Ihe Coletta fam ily has been serving Gastonia s [avorile
ice cream for more than &0 yedrs.

Cream Co. with his younger brothe
Robert. “People would come ol
and buy ice cream in [their own
bowls. He was a big talker, but th
horse would only stay at one haust
for so long before it would mow
on up to the next house. Daddy ak
ways told me the horse knew the

Above: Heart-to-heart conversation comes
easily while enjoying Tony's sweet delights,
Here, Lauren and Tim Watwood share a
moment at Tony's.



“secrel,” the Coletta brothers insist,
is simple: fresh milk, real ingredi-
ents, and I;lkilt:__' the time to do it
right. “It’s made in small batches,”
says Robert, 54, “We fluff it 1o give
it that creamy taste.”

These davs, Louis’s daughter
Melinda, a Charlotte banker, helps
out part-time. Her younger brother,
Tony, will likely run the business af-
ter college. “We're waiting on peo-

Thie hrathers admit they never tire of eating i1ce

cream. Robert Caletta (left) loves to mix ple my dad waited on,” Louis says.
chocolate and butter pecan, while Louis “As long as we do a good job, | feel
preters good old-fashioned vanilla. like Tony's will be waiting on their

children.” Nancv Bearden flenderson

route as well as Grandpa didi
Times were hard then, and#
ey scarce. Papa’s customers of
traded an egg or an Octagon§
coupon for a scoop of vanilk
chocolate. And the ice-cream i
dor never, ever let a child leave
wagon empty-handed, '
Papa’s mobile business took
in the carly 19205 as Sunrose
Cream Co. In 1947, several ¥
after Papa’s death, his son'lg
daughter Mary, and Marysh
band, Tony Janetta, moved iod
vellow-brick landmark in dot
town Gastonia, added sandwich
to the menu, and renaméed
tablishment “Tonys.”
Like his father, Tony Coléls
was a shrewd businessman, M
dad knew every pastor of even
church in Gastonia, and if 2

Bouis recalls. *“We are ever grate-
Bl for their continued support.”
Despite the family’s generosi-
S—or perhaps because of —the
Business survived sugar rationing
':hn'ng World War I1, the ups and
Sdowns of the local textile economy.,
band the advent of franchised ice-
gream parlors.,
Papa’s wagon no longer roams
the streets of Gastonia, the hand-
chuming process 15 now automat-
ed and spumoni and tutti-frutt
have given way to cherry cheese-
gake and mint chocaolate chip.
Mot muglmni clse has changed.
though, not ¢ven the no-frills
decor. The eatery still draws long
lines of lunchuime regulars, fami-
lies on their way home from
church, and Little Leaguers who
know that, win or lose, there will
them ever came in, he usedd always be Tonws after the game,
make sure they took a half-galie Here, you get what you pay for
of ice cream home with @SSl 5j then some. On Sundays, the
restaurant’s longtime ecmployvees
whip up about 2,000 milk shakes.
all topped with an extra mound of even preater at Warmer's, where our entire stock 15 discount -
ice cream. It takes two hands to . = WL - ccora (’ a 3
manage A wering, hlltg]i'-h'-.'il'L1|" eVERYaaY he year. Wamner action VAZ ;??E-T?
gone. “1fwe started putting one lit- ks this | ' ta wandtall. Fall i

HERE'S THE SCOOP

Tony's kce Cream Co.: 604 East

Awvenue, Gastonia; (704) 867
Open 7 a.m.-10 p.m. daily. Prices i
from $1.50 for a heaping cone lo $41

hialf-gallon. A gravy biscuit or chili tle round scoop of 1ce cream on a T e
costs $1.25. Tony's is inchuded on 63 cone, we'd be just ike evervbody
County's Magnolia Tour. For mose elee.” Louis savs with a gnn. And . . ) .

information on the four,
call 1-800-849-9954.

loval patrons claim it’s the best
they ve ever calen.
S0 what makes 1t s0 good? The
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